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William (Bill) Utermohlen was born in 1933 into a family of German extraction who had
emigrated to Philadelphia at the turn of the century. He studied firstly at the Pennsylvania
Academy of Fine Arts under Walter Steumfig (1914-1970). After military service (and thanks
to the “G.I bill”), he received a scholarship to travel to Europe where he discovered Piero
della Francesca, Giotto and Velasquez. In 1957, he enrolled at the Ruskin school of Art in
Oxford where he befriended another student, the painter Ron Kitaj (1932-2007). In 1962, he
married Patricia Haynes, an English art historian. Apart from a three year stay in the States
between 1972 and 1975, Bill has remained a steadfast Londoner ever since where he has
executed several large scale public commissions (Liberal Jewish Synagogue, Royal Free
Hospital etc...). He has painted and illustrated many themes including mythology (Dante,
Alcyon, Venus and Zephirus etc...) and more topical subjects (“the Vietnam war”, the
“Mummer’s club”) but his preference has always remained people: “when I was seventeen, a
fellow art student asked me what I wanted to paint. My answer was people”.

In 1993, he added: “My work of recent years is about anxiety. The people in my paintings are often
anxious and under stress, in spite of the fact that their standard of living is luxurious compared with
most. ..

In 1997, William Utermohlen was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease. He continued to paint
powerful compositions and haunting self-portraits until 2001 when he became too weak and
confused to put brush to canvas. These portraits vividly demonstrate his decline of visual
awareness and a growing sense of anxiety. They are particularly precious to the medical world
because they ofter a unique visual narrative of a patient’s subjective experience of dementia.
The artist painted the gradual changes he saw in his world, the changes he could no longer
communicate in words as he lost the power of speech and the ability for conversation. In the
self-portraits, he tried to maintain his bearings and sense of identity while fighting off the
cognitive and functional decline that is the hallmark of the disease.

He died peacefully in 2007.

Utermohlen in 1964, Philadelphia
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ONE-MAN SHOWS

William Utermohlen - Oeuvres inédites, Galerie Beckel-Odille-Boicos, Paris
William Utermohlen - Retrospective, GV Art, London

William Utermohlen - Rosenthal Fine Art, Chicago, USA

William Utermohlen - Works 1955-2001 — Portraits of the Mind. Chicago Cultural
Center, Chicago, USA (catalogue)

Inside Alzheimer’s — Portraits of the Mind. State Capitol Building, Sacramento,USA
Portraits of the Mind. — The Art Foundry Gallery, Sacramento, USA

Hommage a William Utermolhen — (Euvres 1950-2002. Galerie Beckel-Odille-
Boicos, Paris

The Later Works of William Utermohlen — University of Nevada Medical School,
Reno, USA (catalogue)

Portraits from the Mind - Skirball Cultural Center, Los Angeles, USA

William Utermohlen Derniers Portraits 1990-2000 — Cité des Sciences, Paris

The Later Works of William Utermohlen — Wilkes College, Pennsylvania, USA

The Later Works of William Utermohlen — College of Physicians, Philadelphia, USA
The Later Works of William Utermohlen — The Enrichment Center, Winston-
Salem, North Carolina, USA

The Later Works of William Utermohlen — Portraits and Promises — New York
Academy of Medicine, New York

William Utermohlen The Late Potraits — Fogg Museum, Harvard University, USA
Art and the Brain: Portraits by William Utermohlen, Wellcome Trust, London

William Utermohlen - (Buvres: 1955 - 1997, Galerie Beckel-Odille-Boicos, Paris
(catalogue)
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William Utermohlen - Ritratti 1955-1997, Palazzo Montefano, Vedrana di Budrio,
Bologna, Italy

William Uterlmohlen, Galerie Toft, Paris

Camden Art Centre, London

Mead Art Gallery, Amherst, Massachusetts, USA
Galerie d' Eendt, Amsterdam

Galerie d' Eendt, Amsterdam

Marlborough Fine Art, London

Bonfiglioli Gallery, Oxford, UK
Nordness Gallery, New York.

Bonfiglioli Gallery, Oxford, UK

Traverse Theatre Gallery, Edinburgh Festival, Edinburgh
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GROUP EXHIBITIONS

Body & Soul, Jennifer Norback Fine Art, Chicago, USA
Affecting Perception: Art & Neuroscience, O3 Gallery, Oxford Castle, UK

Brain-the Mind as Matter, Wellcome Trust, London
Da Bacon ai Beatles, Nuove immagini in Europa negli Anni del rock, Palazzo della
Permanente, Milan, Italy

Trauma, GV Art, London

"The Nude” Etienne Gros, Obaji Nyambi and William Utermohlen, Jennifer
Norback Fine Art, Chicago, USA

Human Copyright, Musée de la Civilization, Quebec, Canada
Visages, Galerie Beckel-Odille-Boicos, Paris

Nus d’atelier, Beckel-. Odille-Boicos, Paris
Natures Mortes, Beckel Odille-Boicos, Paris

War, Galerie Beckel-Odille-Boicos, Paris

Nus, Galerie Beckel-Odille-Boicos, Paris

Natures Mortes, Galerie Beckel-Odille-Boicos, Paris

Le Corps et I'dme - Le Nu, Galerie Cornette-Pajarin, Paris

Exposition de Nova et Vetera, galerie Cornette-Pajarin, Paris
L'Heure Exquise Chez Edouard Manet, Atelier d’Edouard Manet, Paris

London Group

Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts



PRESS

15 November 2011 - Corriere della sera, Metti una sera alla permanente

15 November 2011 - La Republica, Metti le cuffie, guarda e ascolta arte e musica ai tempi del pop
rock

15 November 2011 - La Republica, Da Bacon ai Beatles, la mostra rock da visitare ascoltando la
musica

3 May 2009 - ottawacitizen.com

25 June to 1 July 2009 - Nouvel Observateur, Toiles de maitre

27 to 3 July 2009 - Télérama, L’oeil de verre

March 2008 - Agenda aging services of California, Art show links Aging Services with Alzheimer’s
group

14 February 2008 - Capitol Weekly, A quiet descent into dementia

January 2008 - Artnow Online, International Art exhibition Reveals Mind of Alzheimer’s
August 2007 - Agenda aging services of California, Artist’s self-portraits chronicle descent into
Alzheimer

2007 - Demenz, Der einsame Blick in den Spiegel

9 February 2007 - Times Lidear, Portrait of a disease

15 November 2007 - News Review.com, A beautiful mind

14 March 2006 — Philadelphia Daily News

27 March 2006 — Philadelphia Inquirer article by Susan Boni

24 October 2006 — New York Newsday article by Jamie Talan

24 October 2006 — New York Times, Science Times article by Denise Grady

July-August 2003 — American Scientist article by Vernon Ingram

April 2002 — Bild Der Wissenschaft, Allemagne, article by Michael Brandler

30 June 2001 — The Lancet, London, article de Sebastian G. Crouch, Ron Issacs, Martin N.
Rossor (p. 2129-2133)



Etude pour Canto XVII

1965

Pencil signed with initials lower right
18,7x255cm 7% x10in.






Etude Dante pieds 111, Etude pour Inferno -
1965

Pencil, stamped with the signature lower right
355x255cm 14 x 10 in.






Etude trois mains

1965

Pencil

37x25cm 14 % x 9 % in.






Etude Dante, cinq mains

1965

Pencil, stamped with the signature lower left
275x24cm  11x9 %in.






Etude Dante quatre mains I1

1965

Pencil, stamped with the signature lower left
275x24cm 107 x9 )z in.






Etude Dante Pied 1

1966

Pencil

38x265cm  15x10 % in.






Mummers - Red Tears

1970

Oil on canvas signed an dated lower right
255x205cm 10x8in.






Old lady

1970

Pencil signed with the initials lower left
21x158cm 8% x6 % in.






Pip Dyer

1970

Pencil signed and dated lower right
34x24cm 1372 x9%in.

EXPOSITION : Galerie Beckel Odille Boicos, William Utermohlen Paintings and Drawings 1955-
1997, 11 May-13 July 2000






Rosa

1970

Pencil signed and dated lower right
36,5x268cm 14 % x 10 %2 in.

EXHIBITION: Galerie Beckel Odille Boicos, William Utermohlen Paintings and Drawings 1955-
1997, 11 May-13 July 2000






A typewriter
1971
Oil on canvas

355x41l cm 14 x 16 in.






Soldier and Reflection ou Mirror image with peacock
1972

QOil on canvas

121 x 96 cm 47 % x 37 % in.






